
A Comparison of Lutheran Hymnals for Use in Corporate Worship

Hymns: A Reformation Heritage

It is generally acknowledged and understood that the Lutheran Reformation had a significant impact on
corporate worship, especially congregational singing. Until the time of Luther and his contemporaries, 
hymns were seldom sung by the congregation. When they were, they were often lacking in good 
theological content and usefulness. They generally focused on exploring one's feelings and emotions 
toward God rather than on proclaiming God's grace in Christ toward mankind.

The Reformation's emphasis on the Word of God carried over into the hymns of that time. Hymns 
became tools for preaching the word. They became devotions and sermons complete with Law and 
Gospel. They became tools for teaching important doctrines such as Baptism, the Ten Commandments, 
and the Lord's Supper. Suddenly hymns themselves were telling the Good News, transmitting the 
Message. One observer remarked that over time Luther's hymn Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 
had done more to spread the gospel worldwide than armies of missionaries.

Through the Lutheran hymns the gospel made its way into Christian homes in ways that the Sunday 
sermon did not. People would sing around the dinner table, they would sing on their way to work, they 
formed choirs and singing societies—and the word of the Lord grew.

The Importance of Hymnals

Hymnals played an important role in all this. The moveable type printing press made possible the 
publication of many different hymnals in the decades following Luther. Hymnals were taken home and 
used. As time passed, orders of service and other supplemental materials were added to the books.

It has been argued that we do not really need printed hymnals anymore. From a technological point of 
view, that may be the case. In church it is possible to project a hymnal's content onto a screen, but in a 
typical worship service, projection holds no clear advantage over print media. One is also able to 
reprint orders of service and hymns in full each week as bulletin inserts so parishioners can participate 
in the worship without ever touching a hymnal. This is a help to visitors and younger readers in 
following the service and it allows for more variation in liturgy and hymns, but a bulletin insert cannot 
keep the dozens of important and useful Christian resources in one place as a printed book does. The 
person who fans the pages of a hymnal at church each week before the service can't help but learn from
it. A printed hymnal can be browsed easily, taken home, passed around the kitchen table, and used just 
as it was in Luther's day to the same wholesome effect.

Whether hymnal content is best printed as inserts, published in books, or projected on screens is not 
part of this hymnal comparison. What should be pointed out is that our congregations and families 
today need what a Lutheran hymnal contains as much as ever. Besides the hymns and liturgies which 
present the word of God in clear and memorable ways while properly presenting and applying Law and
Gospel, modern hymnals are filled to the brim with additional resources invaluable for the father 
wanting to lead his family in worship at home, a young couple desiring to learn more about Christian 
marriage, the person wanting to study the preacher's text for himself before he hears the sermon on 
Sunday, and much more. Today's Lutheran hymnals are treasure chests heaped with tools for learning 
about Christ, being strengthened in the faith, and sharing the gospel with others.



What Makes For a Good Hymnal?

This question could fill a study of its own and in the end is admittedly rather subjective, but there are a 
few things that come to mind when evaluating hymnals in general. These are the sorts of things a 
congregation's hymnal committee and pastor may wish to take into account as they look at various 
hymnals for use in their churches. This list is general and not necessarily complete. Individual 
congregations would likely give certain questions more weight than others based on their particular 
ministries. They could also explore other questions that they might determine especially important for 
them.

• Ease of Use (Text) With respect to language we ask, “Is the language in the hymnal 
understandable and does it communicate the word of God truthfully and accurately?” One of the
present concerns with the The Lutheran Hymnal (1941) is the language, which in many cases is 
100 years or more out of date. Some readings, prayers, and hymns do not communicate well. 
For adults and children both it can be as if they are hearing a foreign language. While a certain 
amount of poetic language is expected and appreciated, particularly in hymns, the language 
should not obscure the meaning of the text or keep the reader/singer/hearer from understanding 
it.

Ease of Use (Music) With respect to the music we ask, “Is it playable/singable enough for 
congregational use?” After all, it is not our practice to sit and listen to a praise band do all our 
worshiping for us. We lift our voices to the Lord together. A church's musicians need to be able 
to lead and a congregation needs to be able to sing the music in the hymnal. This does not mean
everything in the hymnal needs to be so easy that it requires no practice or effort at all, but too 
much difficulty can become a distraction.

Other musical “ease of use” questions/considerations might include:

► Do the melodies and hymn texts go together well?
► Is the music pleasing to the ear?
► Have melodies and harmonies been changed? If so, how significantly?
► Does the music fall within the average person's vocal range?
► Can the music be played on smaller organs or by organists who do not use foot pedals?

• “Timeless” Quality (Text and Music) When evaluating a hymnal, think about the quality of 
the hymns, the texts, and the liturgies. Have they been around awhile? If they haven't, do you 
think they have qualities that will keep them around? Do the liturgical and hymn texts speak 
truths not just for today but for the generation to come? Will the music “wear out” after 
repeated hearings or are there tunes like Sine Nomine (For All the Saints) that are just as 
powerful the hundredth time you sing them as the first. Texts and tunes that have stood the test 
of time and been through the furnace of many previous evaluations should not be regarded 
lightly. They have often stood up for a reason: because they are the best.

This does not mean that everything in a hymnal needs to be 200 years old. In fact, there has 
been a particular surge in good Lutheran texts and hymns in just the last 25 years and it would 
be a big mistake to neglect them, but our printed hymnals should contain quality material that 
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we expect to remain useful in the future, not just material that is here today and gone tomorrow 
like the latest top hit on the radio.

• The Word of God (Text) It goes without saying that a hymnal should not communicate false 
doctrine, but the fact is no published hymnal is entirely free of sentences that could have been 
worded better. By way of example: In The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH), wording can be found that 
appears to place conditions on the free gospel of Christ (cf. Hymn 74:3). In Christian Worship 
(CW), wording updates to the Nicene Creed have drawn criticism1. Certain phrases in the 
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) could also have been written more clearly2.

Questions/considerations regarding the Word of God as presented in a particular hymnal might 
include:

► Is essential Law and Gospel present in the liturgies?
► To what extent do the liturgies contain the historic (and worthwhile) elements of 
Lutheran worship (Kyrie, Gloria, Confession of Faith, Confession of Sins and Absolution, 
Lord's Supper, Sermon, etc.)?
► Are there good hymns for events outside the church year (marriage, confirmation, burial, 
etc.)?
► To what extent does the hymnal present the whole counsel of God? Are there hymns on 
important but less frequently addressed topics such as Christian love, the creation of the 
world, dealing with worry, and others? Does the selection of hymns attempt to cover one of 
the common lectionaries?
► On the whole, do the hymns point to God and glorify Him rather than focusing on 
ourselves?
► Are the historic Lutheran hymns well represented?

• Supplemental Material is a feature of all current Lutheran hymnals. Much consideration is 
given as to what will go into the book besides the hymns and regular liturgies. It is not 
uncommon to see the catechism (enchiridion) published in Lutheran hymnals now. Several 
hymnals include orders of service for family devotions in the home. In their variety of 
supplemental material, newer hymnals are much improved over older ones.

A Sample Comparison of Liturgies and Supplemental Material

In our circles, the hymnals most likely to receive serious consideration for regular use would be The 
Lutheran Hymnal 1941 (TLH), Christian Worship 1993 (CW), Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary 1996 
(ELH), and the Lutheran Service Book 2006 (LSB). The three more recent hymnals, which may be less 
familiar to us, all present the Law and Gospel adequately, have liturgies that are sensitive to Lutheran 
themes and concerns, contain historic as well as more recent hymns and liturgies, and could find use in 
our congregations. Utilizing the relatively inexpensive reprint licenses available, many congregations 
are already using material from these newer hymnals. The doctrinal differences between us and the 
church bodies publishing these hymnals do not typically assert themselves in their service books. It is 
generally observed that Lutheran hymnals tend to be Scriptural and conservative in nature.

1 See Appendix B: Berea Hymnal Committee Report April 2014: More on Wording Updates Nicene Creed
2 See Appendix B: Berea Hymnal Committee Report April 2014: Textual Concerns in LSB Intro & Liturgies
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One would expect today's Lutheran liturgies to retain the heritage of the Reformation, and the ones in 
the modern Lutheran hymnals do. Namely, they focus on the preaching and teaching of God's word 
rather than on one's own service to God. Lutheran liturgy is primarily sacramental in nature, that is, it 
is an activity of the gospel ministry (cf. Apology of the Augsburg Confession, XXIV, 78-80). This is 
what set Lutheran liturgies apart from Roman Catholic ones in the 16th century (there especially with 
respect to the Lord's Supper) and it is still what distinguishes Lutheran services today from those of 
other denominations.

Most of the comparisons here, therefore, will be more subjective in nature and be influenced by things 
such as preferences in Bible translations, modern language likes and dislikes, and musical tastes. In the 
first chart, there are twelve points of comparison between the four hymnals with respect to liturgies and
supplemental material. The categories are briefly explained as follows:

Regular Service Settings
The number of options for regular worship services is listed here. Modern hymnals include the Lord's 
Supper as a variant in each regular liturgy rather than printing a separate setting for services with and 
without the sacrament. For ease of comparison, this is why The Lutheran Hymnal is noted in the chart as 
having only one regular service setting. (Pages 5 and 15 in TLH are essentially the same setting and in 
current hymnals would be considered as one.) Small congregations or preaching stations may wish to 
consider if there is a liturgical setting included that is primarily spoken. This can be useful when no organist 
or only recorded accompaniment is available.

5/15 Equivalent
It is noted here if the hymnal in question includes a service order closely mirroring the regular service setting
in The Lutheran Hymnal.

Bible Translation
The Bible translation generally used in the hymnal is noted here. Areas of the hymnal affected by the choice 
of Bible translation are the psalms and canticles as well as introits, graduals, and other liturgical portions that
quote Bible verses.

Daily Offices
All the hymnals include liturgical settings of at least two of the historic daily offices. Matins (midnight or 
early morning prayer) and Vespers (evening prayer) are familiar to us. There are eight traditional offices for 
daily prayer, but today these are often grouped together into morning, daytime, evening, and night.

Additional Services
Any additional orders of service are listed here, such as marriage or funeral services. Some hymnals offer 
special liturgical settings for worship in the home.

Lectionaries
All the hymnals include a pericope/lectionary schedule of Bible readings. Some of the hymnals offer more 
than one. These can be useful in personal Bible reading and home worship settings.

Psalms and Canticles
Whether or not selected psalms and the traditional canticles are included is noted here.

Symbols and Catechetics
This column lists which of the Lutheran Confessions are included. Other catechetical resources are also 
noted.
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Sunday Propers Included
Whether or not the hymnal contains the main liturgical propers such as graduals, collects, and introits. 
Hymnals that do not may still contain some of the seasonal sentences.

Prayers For Various Occasions
All the hymnals contain some general prayers. If prayers for specific times and occasions are also included, 
that is noted here.

Glossary
A glossary of liturgical terms can be helpful. Some hymnals include this.

English Language Style
All newer Lutheran hymnals modernize the language, but some are more aggressive in doing it than others. 
A relative comparison of the language style is included in this column. This comparison is not drawn from a 
careful study of all the English vocabulary and usage in the hymnal, but from a general feeling sensed after 
spending time reading in the text.

Regular Service 
Settings

5/15 Equivalent Bible Translation Daily Offices Additional 
Services

Lectionaries

TLH 1941 (SC) 1 N/A KJV 2
Matins, Vespers

6
Confessional 
(corporate), 
Christian 
Schools, Litany, 
Suffrages (3)

2
Historic 
(Sundays+)
Historic
(Daily)

CW 1993 (WELS) 3 Yes NIV84
This Bible 
translation is now
out of print

2
Matins, Vespers

6
Marriage, 
Funeral, 
Confessional 
(private), Home 
Devotional (3) 

2
Historic 
(Sundays+)
ILCW 
(Sundays+)

ELH 1996 (ELS) 4
The fourth 
setting is a 
Lutheran chorale 
service

Yes NKJV 4
Prime, Matins, 
Vespers, 
Compline

5
Confessional 
(corporate and 
private), 
Baptism, Litany, 
Suffrages (1)

2
Historic 
(Sundays+)
ILCW 
(Sundays+)

LSB 2006 (LCMS) 5
The fifth setting 
is a Lutheran 
chorale service

Yes
Language is not 
updated

ESV 5
Matins, Vespers, 
Morning Prayer, 
Evening Prayer, 
Compline

14
Prayer and 
Preaching (a 
service for 
teaching the 
catechism), 
Baptism, 
Confirmation, 
Marriage, 
Funeral, 
Suffrages (2), 
Litany, 
Confessional 
(corporate and 
private), Home 
Devotional (4)

3
ILCW 
(Sundays+)
Historic 
(Sundays+)
Daily
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Psalms and 
Canticles

Symbols and 
Catechetics

Sunday Propers 
Included

Prayers for 
Various Occasions

Glossary English Language
Style

TLH 1941 (SC) Both
However no 
provision for 
singing the 
psalms

4
Creeds (3)
Luther's Prayers

Yes Yes
Including a few 
personal prayers

Yes Archaic

CW 1993 (WELS) Psalms
Many are 
abridged

5
Creeds (3)
Luther's Prayers
Chr. Questions

No Yes
Including 
personal prayers 

No Contemporary

ELH 1996 (ELS) Both 8
Creeds (3)
Augsburg Conf.
Small Catechism
Table of Duties
Luther's Prayers
Chr. Questions

Yes Yes
Including daily 
and weekly 
prayers

Yes Less 
Contemporary
Although not 
archaic, it retains 
obvious older 
language and 
style

LSB 2006 (LCMS) Both 7
Creeds (3)
Small Catechism
Table of Duties
Luther's Prayers
Chr. Questions

No Yes
Including 
personal prayers

Yes Mostly 
Contemporary
Retains some 
older vocabulary 
and style, 
particularly in 
familiar texts 
(such as the 
creeds and some 
prayers)

Below are some further observations regarding liturgies and supplemental material in these hymnals:

 TLH  TLH   Besides the problem of the archaic language, TLH is weak on offering a variety of orders of 
service. It would have been nice to have another option or two for regular worship settings. With 
respect to supplemental materials, TLH also offers less than the other hymnals. At this point in time, 
the TLH common service is the liturgy most familiar to us. Many of our worshipers have it memorized 
word for word. This familiarity can be a positive thing if it helps an individual parishioner remember 
and focus on the word of God. It can be a negative if it leads the worshiper to lose concentration 
because it is has been heard so often that the mind starts to tune it out.

 CW  CW   This hymnal contains more liturgical resources than TLH, but less than either the ELH or LSB. 
Its approach seems to be that of simple and direct. The language is contemporary and orders of service 
are easy to follow. The page layout does not feel cluttered. Essential liturgical resources are present, but
some useful additions such as Luther's Catechism are not. It does contain material for use in the home 
with several devotional orders of service.

With respect to liturgical chanting, CW follows more in the footsteps of TLH (unlike the ELH and 
LSB). In most cases (not all) the minister speaks and the congregation chants the responses. Liturgical 
purists will not like this as much, but for many of us it is a more familiar approach.
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 ELH  ELH   The thing that strikes a person immediately when looking through the ELH liturgies is the 
amount of chanting that is expected. Many of the minister's liturgical parts include musical notation for 
him to chant. (This is a return to a more traditional practice.) There is not much indication as to where 
one could optionally speak the chanted parts as is commonly done in TLH.

The layout of the ELH might make the liturgies appear complex to some people. Not that they 
necessarily are, but all the additional musical notation could give this impression. Each part of the 
service is numbered as well. Surely this was done in an effort to add clarity, but it can also make the 
printed liturgy seem longer and more complicated. One of the orders of service has 34 numbered parts. 
The fonts and font sizes, however, are larger than in other hymnals making longer blocks of printed text
generally easier to read.

There are times when the rubrics are not particularly helpful. No option is given to retain the Gloria 
during Advent and Lent (neither does the LSB). In the Service of Holy Communion (p. 56) it reads, 
“The communicants, who have properly announced themselves to the pastor beforehand, shall come to 
the altar to receive the Sacrament.” However, different congregations observe different customs 
regarding communion announcement. In connection with the Lord's Supper there is a line that states (p.
56), “Should the consecrated elements be spent before all have communed, new elements brought to 
the altar shall be consecrated with the appropriate words.” The giving of specific direction on this point
is not found in other hymnals nor is this procedure practiced by all pastors. It is likely that care was 
taken to print it here on account of a past disagreement in the ELS/WELS.

The ELH has good supplemental material including the Small Catechism and even the Augsburg 
Confession.

 LSB  LSB   Offering 24 different services, the LSB includes the widest variety of worship settings. It also 
has very good resources for worship in the home. The language is short of contemporary in places, but 
it is understandable and feels reverent. The ESV used in the Psalms and elsewhere sounds more natural 
to the American ear than either the KJV or NKJV.

In the communion distribution there is a directive written into the hymnal that the pastor and his 
assistants are to receive the sacrament first and then it is to be distributed to the others. This is not the 
common practice in our congregations, but it is apparently an ancient custom, referenced in the 
Augsburg Confession (XXIV, 30) as dating from the time of the Council of Nicaea.

The LSB includes additional chanting for the pastor, although not quite to the extent that the ELH does.
The hymnal does indicate some places where liturgy may be spoken rather than chanted. The LSB has 
330 pages of liturgical and supplemental material in the standard pew edition. This is more than any of 
the others, although CW does offer supplemental books of liturgy and hymns.

No comment is made here about new liturgical melodies (such as new settings of the Gloria, Kyrie, 
etc.) All the hymnals introduce some settings that are different from TLH as well as some that are 
similar. Remember that almost any new setting can be learned by a congregation over a period of time. 
After a year or less of regular use, “new” liturgical music will seem familiar. Thus immediate 
familiarity with the music does not need to be the sole consideration in choosing a liturgy.
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A Sample Comparison of Hymns

All the hymnals under consideration contain solid hymn texts that center on the word of God itself and 
clearly proclaim Law and Gospel. They do not typically include texts which place too much emphasis 
on the worshiper's own feelings and emotions or those which say nothing much of spiritual value. 
Although a few individual selections could be argued against, on the whole the hymns in each of the 
books are good. The hymnals do, however, take some noticeably different directions with respect to 
hymn choices.

Consider these categories on the following chart:

Number of Hymns
This is a simple metric noting the amount of hymns included. In the LSB, this number also includes some 
liturgical music and canticles which are numbered. The numbered canticles in TLH are not included.

Texts Authored 1900-1950
This number approximates the number of hymn texts dating from the first half of the twentieth century. 
Since TLH was published in 1941, the dates used are 1890-1941 to adjust for the same relative time period.

Texts Authored 1951-2006
This number approximates the number of hymn texts dating from the second half of the twentieth century 
and the beginning of the twenty-first. In this case, no adjustment was made to compensate for the 
comparatively later printing of the LSB over against ELH and CW. It did not seem necessary to do so 
because the trends became obvious.

Tunes Composed 1900-1950
This number approximates the number of hymn tunes that were written in the first half of the twentieth 
century. The dates evaluated were again adjusted for TLH.

Tunes Composed 1951-2006
This number approximates the number of hymn tunes that were written in the second half of the twentieth 
century and the beginning of the twenty-first. Again, no adjustment was made for the LSB's later publication
date.

Musical Style
This indicates in a very general way the style of harmony found among the hymns in the hymnal. A 
homophonic style means that a melody is harmonized with simple blocked chords that typically move on 
each note or syllable. This type of harmonization is usually easier to play and easier for those who wish to 
sing in parts. A polyphonic style is one in which the different musical voices follow their own melodic lines 
and may not move on the same notes or syllables as the other parts. It is the type of harmonic style one 
might might expect to hear from a choir. Hymns harmonized in a more polyphonic style can be more 
difficult to play and more difficult to sing in parts, but they can be very beautiful too. As a general rule, 
modern hymn harmonizations lean toward a polyphonic style.
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Number of Hymns Texts Authored 
1900-1950

Texts Authored 
1951-2006

Tunes Composed 
1900-1950

Tunes Composed 
1951-2006

Musical Style

TLH 1941 (SC) 660 ~8
(1890-1941)

N/A ~13
(1890-1940)

N/A Homophonic

CW 1993 (WELS) 623 ~5 ~76
(-1993)

~9
 

~53
(1993)

Somewhat 
Polyphonic
(With some 
instrumental 
and/or vocal 
descants 
included)

ELH 1996 (ELS) 602 ~2 ~14
(-1996)

~8 ~9
(-1996)

Somewhat 
Polyphonic
(With a number 
of J. S. Bach 
harmonizations 
inlcluded)

LSB 2006 (LCMS) 635 ~5 ~160 ~11 ~100
About 15 of 
these are in the 
liturgical music 
and canticles 
section where 
newly composed 
music is expected

More 
Polyphonic
(Particularly in 
the more recent 
hymn tunes)

Some clear trends can be identified with respect to the directions taken by the various hymnal 
committees:

 TLH  TLH   This is a known quantity for most of us. By and large it does not include hymns that were 
modern for its time, mostly selecting texts and tunes that were at least 75 years old. The most recent 
text is God the Father, Son, and Spirit (640) written in 1939, just before the hymnal was published. One
of the most recent melodies is Baltimore (481) written in 1910. It is a powerful “marching” melody 
worthy of a Reformation Festival, but it is seldom heard today.

 ELH  ELH   The ELH presents an interesting selection of hymns. Its hymn selection comes from 
essentially the same time period as TLH, but looks somewhat different. It brings more Scandinavian 
hymns to the fore (as one would expect) and it attempts to pick up good hymns from earlier centuries 
that the TLH editors missed or did not have room to include. So it contains a selection of older hymns 
that are less familiar today (an “old but new” approach). Ones comes away with the feeling that the 
hymnal committee wanted the ELH to be what they thought TLH could (or should) have been. The end 
result is that the texts of the ELH are strong and lean toward more poetic language. The tunes are solid 
and mostly familiar. Far less emphasis is placed on modern Lutheran hymns.

The following informational release on the publication of the ELH provides further insight into the 
direction this hymnal takes:

The Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary was compiled by the worship committee of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod, a group of pastors and congregations who trace their theological and 
denominational lineage through the Norwegian immigration of the nineteenth century to the 
Danish/Norwegian Reformation of the sixteenth century.
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The ELH represents a marriage of two American Lutheran traditions of worship. It bears the 
imprint of the Lutheran Hymnary of 1913, a work produced for use by the various Norwegian 
groups in the country at that time, and The Lutheran Hymnal of 1941, prepared by a committee 
from the Synodical Conference, with the influential leadership of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod.

The book is built around the historic calendar of the Christian Church, with hymns arranged 
according to the topics or themes of the Sundays and Festivals of the Church Year.

The hymns have been drawn from many sources, but the Lutheran chorale is the heart of the 
book. The chorale appears in both the melodic and harmonic forms, and the rhythmic melodies 
of Luther, Walter and Praetorius appear alongside the isorhythmic harmonic settings of Bach, 
Telemann, Lindeman and others.

Many of the hymns retain the flavor of the "classic" translations of Massie, Winkworth, Døving,
etc. In some instances the committee altered the texts in an attempt to more accurately reflect 
the original. The complete poetry of most of the chorales has been restored where other editors 
have deleted verses.

New translations of chorales and other hymns appear in the work as well. The large number of 
hymns from the Danish-Norwegian chorale tradition are a worthy heritage for English speaking 
Lutherans, and many of them appear in the ELH alone among the hymnals produced in recent 
decades.

The book has four forms for the Divine Service, as well as Prime, Matins, Vespers, and 
Compline. Psalms are pointed to be sung according to melodies derived from the old Gregorian 
tones. The Augsburg Confession and the Small Catechism are also included3.

There are some treasures among the hymns of the ELH, including Alfred Fremder's eight-part 
harmonization of On My Heart Imprint Thine Image.

 CW  CW   CW definitely attempted to bring in more modern texts and tunes. The goal was was to update 
and expand on TLH without entirely overwhelming it. From the Introduction (p. 9):

Over 400 hymns have been retained from The Lutheran Hymnal, though many have undergone 
a slight updating of language. … The hymn section also has a new look and sound. The last 
three decades have seen a strong resurgence of creativity and interest in the writing of hymns. 
Therefore, congregations will enjoy a greater variety of hymns than formerly. In addition to 
Lutheran chorales and traditional English hymnody, a wide selection of plainsong hymns, 
spirituals, folks hymns from Appalachia, Wales, Ireland, and elsewhere, gospel hymns, and 
contemporary hymns in different styles are included. In addition to new texts and new melodies,
a somewhat freer and fresher type of harmonization has been furnished for some of the hymns; 
descants and guitar chords are supplied for a few others.

Sometimes the zeal to get rid of every last “Thee” and “Thou” gets in the way or even changes the 

3 http://www.blc.edu/comm/gargy/gargy1/ELH.html
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originally intended meaning of a hymn. In some cases, already well known and understandable texts 
were changed anyway (cf. CW 446 I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus). In an effort to modernize the 
well-loved text Jesus Shepherd of the Sheep, the intended connection between the powerful closing 
stanzas is actually broken, changing the meaning. For the most part, however, the hymn text updates in 
CW are a welcome improvement.

CW has also been criticized for omitting hymn stanzas unnecessarily. A person who worked on the 
hymnal remarked that at the time this was primarily a layout decision as effort was made to fit every 
hymn onto one page.

 LSB  LSB   As one can see from the chart, the LSB made a clear decision to place an emphasis on more 
recent Lutheran hymnody. While the classic Lutheran chorales are still there (Luther and Gerhardt are 
both solidly represented), well over a hundred texts are newly written since 1950 as well as many 
tunes. That is a far greater number than any of the other hymnals, even allowing for the extra decade 
between the printing of ELH/CW and the LSB.

One does notice when paging through the hymnal that for having such a great number of new hymns, 
those hymns are drawn from a smaller than expected number of modern authors. The trio of Timothy 
Dudley-Smith (16), Stephen Starke (32), and Herman G. Stuempfle (15) make up an obvious 
percentage of the contemporary work.

It is worth noting that while the number of new texts is very high, the number of new tunes is 
considerably less so. This means that in a lot of cases new texts were paired with more familiar tunes, 
most likely to facilitate learning and singing. This was a wise decision. With some 160 more recent 
texts, an equal number of unfamiliar/new melodies would be a steep hill to climb. For the most part, the
new hymns are good. Time will tell which of them will last through to subsequent hymnals.

Closing Thoughts

When it comes to liturgies and especially hymns, editors of hymnals are faced with a daunting array of 
choices. Narrowing a field from tens of thousands of Christian hymns to some 600 is not at all easy. 
Invariably comments can be made such as, “This should have been left out,” or “This should have been
put in.”

There is no such thing as a “one size fits all” hymnal. The decades around and after Luther saw the 
publication of many different hymnals. It was nearly as popular a thing to publish as the Bible and 
“hymnal evaluations” are as old as Lutheranism itself. Today too, hymnals are constantly changing. Of 
the ones considered in this report, Christian Worship is already scheduled to be replaced by 2024.

A congregation contemplating a new hymnal to put in its pews will need to carry out its own 
evaluation. One congregation may prefer the newer hymn texts and tunes of the LSB while another 
might prefer the “old but newer” approach of the ELH. CW's emphasis on contemporary language and 
less use of chanting in the liturgy will strike a chord with others. Some congregations may make use of 
all of them at once through the reprinting technology so widely available today. A few points of 
comparison for hymnal evaluation have been suggested here, many others have not. It is up to each 
congregation to determine which points of comparison will mean the most to them.

Pastor David Schaller for the CLC Worship Committee / Rev 14.05.30
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Appendix A
Additional Hymnal Resources

The additional resources presented on these pages have not necessarily been reviewed but are presented
for information. Most descriptions are from the publishers.

 TLH TLH   

• The Lutheran Hymnal Pocket Organist. A four-disc CD set of the hymns of the Lutheran 
hymnal for use in congregations who do not have an organist available for services. The hymns 
are not recorded by a live organist but are careful renderings of MIDI files played back using a 
good sound font. Published by Aaron Gullerud. Fully licensed from Concordia.

• The Lutheran Hymnal: Organist's Edition. A comb-bound copy of the liturgies from the 
Lutheran hymnal to facilitate page turning for the organist. www.cph.org Item 971293WEB / 
1965 / Paperback / 32 Pages. $12.

• The Handbook to the Lutheran Hymnal. A reprint of Gustave Polack's useful volume on the 
hymns and hymn tunes of The Lutheran Hymnal. An essential book in the library of anyone 
who uses TLH regularly. www.cph.org Item 031113PODWEB / 1942 / Hardback / 696 Pages. 
This reprint is published using print on demand technology. $50.

• The Lutheran Hymnal: Agenda. Pastor's agenda containing additional services, rites, and 
ceremonies. www.cph.org Item 191037WEB / 1966. $70.

• The Lutheran Hymnal: Organist's Edition. Identical to the standard pew edition of TLH but 
bound in spiral halves to guarantee a lay-flat book for the organist. www.cph.org Item 
031064WEB / 1941 / Hardback / 858 Pages. $50.

• The Lutheran Hymnal: Sight Saving Edition. A large-print edition providing selected stanzas 
(text only) for hymns in The Lutheran Hymnal up to 660 (liturgies not included). www.cph.org 
Item #: 031080WEB / 1941 / Hardback / 960 Pages. $35.

• The Lutheran Hymnal: Pew Edition. Available in red, blue, or black hardcover. This is the 
standard pew edition of the hymnal. www.cph.org Item 031022WEB / 1941. $30 (red or blue) 
$40 (black).

  CWCW   

• Christian Worship: Pew Edition. The standard edition of this hymnal. www.nph.net OL-033000 
$21.75.

• Christian Worship Accompaniment for Liturgy and Psalms. Includes all keyboard 
accompaniments for liturgies and psalms. Arranged for ease of page turning. Psalm texts are 
under the music for ease of playing. A laminated card with Amens for all the hymns in Christian
Worship is included. Spiral-bound. 104 pages. Published 1993. www.nph.net OL-033003 $32.

• Christian Worship Manual. A tool for worship planners. Explains the historical background for 
worship practice in the Lutheran church. Gives directions and suggestions for church musicians.
Includes the following for each week of the church year: lectionary references, Prayer of the 
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Day, psalm references, psalm prayers, Verse of the Day, and Hymn of the Day. Also includes a 
topical index of the hymns. 572 pages. Published 1993. www.nph.net OL-033004 $43.50

• Planning Christian Worship (Series). A planning tool for pastors, organists, choir directors, and 
Lutheran elementary school teachers. These editions of prepunched, loose-leaf sheets provide 
two pages for each Sunday of the church year. The material for each Sunday includes the focus 
for the day, a brief description of each lesson, texts for Prayer of the Day and Verse of the Day, 
and lists of the Hymn of the Day and additional hymns. www.nph.net $16.50/volume. 3 
volumes (ILCW).

• Christian Worship Accompaniment for Hymns. Every hymn from Christian Worship printed on 
individual 6 x 9 inch prepunched cards. Alternate settings from Christian Worship can easily be 
pulled together for service playing. www.nph.net OL-033010 $65.50.

• Christian Worship: Large Print Edition. The text from CW has been reproduced on individual 8
1/2 x 11 inch loose-leaf sheets, prepunched, and reinforced for long life. The copy is twice the 
size found in the regular edition of the hymnal. www.nph.net OL-033013 $36.

• Christian Worship Handbook by C. T. Aufdemberge. A researched study containing the 
Christian Worship text, original English text, and original language text of every hymn, with 
respective background information and composer, author, and translator biographies. 
www.nph.net OL-033016 $50.

• Christian Worship: Altar Book. Provides pastors with the complete resources necessary for 
leading worship from CW. Features notes on the liturgy; easy-to-read, large-print texts and 
melodies for all liturgies; musical chant lines for The Common Service and Service of the Word
and Sacrament; 62 Prayers of the Church that cover seasons and festivals; and 86 intercessory 
prayers. Contains keyword, topical, and prayer indexes. Each Altar Book edition is packaged to 
include four ribbons and the Christian Worship Alternative Accompaniments. www.nph.net 
OL-033019 $85.

• Christian Worship: New Service Settings: Pew Edition. This set of liturgies contains new 
musical settings of The Common Service and Morning Praise, services in CW. In addition, two 
versions of a new evening service, Prayer at the Close of Day (Compline), are included. Varied 
settings for organ, piano, and optional instruments. Four new service settings with texts and 
melodies. www.nph.net OL-033024 $6.

• Christian Worship: New Service Settings CD. This set of liturgies contains new musical settings
of The Common Service and Morning Praise, services in CW. Two versions of a new evening 
service, Prayer at the Close of Day (Compline), are included. This CD-ROM includes MIDI 
files for accompanying the congregation on computer using a standard MIDI player. 
Congregations wishing to print out the services in their bulletins can use the graphic and text 
files on the CD. www.nph.net OL-033026 $50.

• Christian Worship: Occasional Services. Provides pastors with resources to supplement CW 
including rites for special occasions (for example, baptisms, weddings, and funerals). Service 
notes provide background on the rites and special instructions for their use. Special services for 
Prayer at Close of Day (Compline) and Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter are also included. 
Additional resources include settings for liturgical songs and psalms for cantor, choir, or 
congregation. The page format uses large print text and melodies for all music sung by the 
minister. Most of the service texts are provided as electronic RTF files on the CD-ROM. TIF 
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graphic files of music for the congregation are also on the CD-ROM. www.nph.net OL-033028 
$145.

• Christian Worship: Supplement: Pew Edition. Supplement offers worship variety and 
encourages these worship principles: the gospel predominates, the people are encouraged to 
participate, the experience of the Church is honored, and all of God's gifts are welcome. The 
book includes 88 hymns and canticles, Gathering Rites, Divine Service I, Divine Service II, 
Psalms, Meditations, and Supplemental Lectionary. The meditations, services and hymns in the 
Supplement put the focus primarily on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
www.nph.net OL-033032 $17.25.

• Christian Worship: Supplement CD. RTF (rites, services, psalms, meditations, supplemental 
lectionary, hymns, and canticles), TIFF (music graphics for liturgical songs, psalm refrains and 
tones, melody with text versions of hymns and canticles), and PDF (Pew Edition). www.nph.net
OL-033034 $250.

• Christian Worship: Supplement – Accompaniment Edition with CD. Liturgy and hymn 
accompaniments with rubrics in red includes MIDI files and PDF files. www.nph.net 
OL-033035 $70.

• Christian Worship - Electronic Pew Edition. This CD allows congregations to prepare service 
folders for church and school that include the text and music of the materials in CW. It contains 
RTF files (of all the worship resources), TIFF files (music graphics of melody and text for all 
sung parts of CW), and a PDF file (of the 960-page CW.) www.nph.net OL-033038 $250.

• Christian Worship Seasonal Responses. The Seasonal Responses is a short sentence that may be
used as a response to a Scripture lesson in any service. This series includes two musical settings
for each of the six Seasonal Response texts printed in Christian Worship's Morning Praise and 
Evening Prayer services. The music is published as prepunched, loose- leaf copy masters, 
allowing purchasers to make unlimited copies for their exclusive use. www.nph.net OL-280009 
$30.

• CD-Christian Worship Hymns (2 Volumes) Contains the complete harmonizations, chords, and 
melodies from the Christian Worship hymnal performed by a variety of musical instruments -- 
from the guitar, reed organ, and piano to pipe organ. OL-341001 $13/Volume.

• Christian Worship Verse of Day MIDI Accompaniment Files. This CD-ROM contains MIDI 
accompaniment files for the verses of the day and seasonal responses. These MIDI files are 
designed for use with any MIDI application on a computer or electronic musical instrument. 
Two versions of each musical setting are included. The piano accompaniment plays only a 
piano sound. The organ accompaniment has separate tracks for the accompaniment and voice 
parts. Changes to tempo and instrument selection can be made with a standard MIDI editing 
program. A separate RTF document on this CD contains the full file names of all the MIDI files.
www.nph.net OL-341003 $50.

• Christian Worship Supplement Hymn Sampler CD set. This two CD set presents 32 selected 
hymns from the new Christian Worship: Supplement in various music styles. Instrumentations 
include use of piano, guitar, handbells, brass, woodwinds, organ, and percussion. www.nph.net 
OL-388506 $9.
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 ELH  ELH   

• Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: Pew Edition. The standard edition of this hymnal. 
bookstore.blc.edu 0-944529-18-6 $18.

 LSB LSB   

• Hymn Selection Guide. This companion resource to Lutheran Service Book provides extensive 
hymn selections for every Sunday and festival of the year for both the three- and one-year 
lectionaries. Biblical and topical indexes are also included, as well as charts comparing LSB 
with TLH, LW, HS98, and LBW. www.cph.org Item S05507WEB / 2006 / $25.

• Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book. This resource provides all the services in Lutheran Service 
Book with thorough rubrics to assist the pastor in leading corporate worship. Introits, Graduals, 
Verses, and Collects for the Three-Year Lectionary, One-Year Lectionary, Feasts, Festivals, and 
Occasions are provided. Also includes over 200 topical prayers of intercession and 
thanksgiving. www.cph.org Item 031176WEB / 2006 / Hardback / 1008 Pages. $75.

• Concordia Art Library: DVD Lutheran Service Book Icons. Over 100 professionally illustrated 
line art images, created originally for the Lutheran Service Book. www.cph.org Item 
858001WEB / 2010 / DVD. $50.

• Hymn Prelude Library: Lutheran Service Book. Comprehensive organ preludes based on the 
hymn tunes of Lutheran Service Book. In the tradition of The Parish Organist and the 
Concordia Hymn Prelude Series. www.cph.org 12 volumes. $50 each.

• Lutheran Service Book: Agenda. Orders for the pastoral care of congregations. Organized into 
eight sections: Baptism, Confirmation, Membership; Pastoral Care; Holy Matrimony; Christian 
Burial; Holy Ministry; Auxiliary and Congregational Offices; Rites of Blessing; Ecclesiastical 
Rites. www.cph.org Item #: 031177WEB / 2006 / Hardback / 496 Pages. $60.

• Lutheran Service Book: Guitar Chord Edition. Formatted in an enlarged size with spiral 
binding, this two-volume accompaniment edition provides the melody line and text of each 
hymn with chords included above the staff for all 656 hymns in Lutheran Service Book.  
(Chords for the liturgies are not included.)  Designed for both guitarists and keyboardists who 
play from lead sheets. www.cph.org Item 031175WEB / 2008 / Spiral Bound / $65.

• Acclamation (Series). Provides additional musical settings of the propers (Introit, Psalm of the 
Day, Gospel Acclamation, Gradual, and Hymn of the Day) for choirs and congregations. ESV 
translation. Available for each Sunday of the church year. www.cph.org $10 each. Some free.

• Lutheran Service Book: Hymn Accompaniment Edition. This edition contains comprehensive 
accompaniments for all the hymns in LSB. Nearly 100 have secondary simplified 
accompaniments or accompaniments designed for use at the piano or organ. www.cph.org Item 
031173WEB / 2006 / Hardback / 1408 Pages. $65.

• Lutheran Service Book: Liturgy Accompaniment Edition. Comprehensive accompaniments for 
all the services in Lutheran Service Book. A spiral-bound, lay-flat, landscape edition. The 
complete Psalter is included with psalm tone accompaniments. Item 031174WEB / 2007 / 
Spiral Bound / 272 Pages. $50.
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• The Concordia Organist. This 31-CD collection provides pipe organ accompaniments for all of 
the hymns and liturgical music in Lutheran Service Book. www.cph.org Item 992264WEB / 
2009 / CD. $700.

• LSB Concordance. Contains over 5,000 key words from the hymns in Lutheran Service Book, 
followed by the phrases in which the word occurs. Hymn and stanza cross-references are 
included. Item 031192WEB / 2009 / Paperback / 512 Pages. $34.50.

• The website for the Lutheran Service Book and its resources: http://www.cph.org/t-lsb.aspx

• Lutheran Service Builder. A comprehensive electronic tool for designing the worship service. 
Computer software provides instant access to propers, lectionaries, hymns, church calendar, 
copyright usage reporting, etc. All the tools to plan and prepare services using the LSB. 
lsb.cph.org or cphconnect.org/builder/ $500-$1250 plus yearly subscription $147-$336. Pricing 
based on congregation size. Demonstration video available. Free demo version available.

• Lutheran Service Book: Pew Edition. The standard edition of the hymnal. www.cph.org Item 
031170WEB / 2006 / Hardback / 1024 Pages. $25.

• Liturgy Audio Files. Audio files of all the liturgical music in the LSB is online so congregations 
can hear and learn the new settings. http://www.lcms.org/page.aspx?pid=453
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